Serving Students with Disabilities:                                     Connecting Customers with Accessible Formats
Key Terms
NIMAC: The National Instructional Materials Access Center (NIMAC) was created by IDEA 2004 to serve as the central source file repository for K-12 textbooks and core instructional materials. 
NIMAS: The National Instructional Materials Accessibility Standard (NIMAS) is the source file format received by the NIMAC from publishers. Files are made available to States for use in the production of accessible formats. Under IDEA, NIMAS is only file format the NIMAC can accept. 
Accessible Format: An “alternative manner or form that gives an eligible person access to the work” (Section 121 of the Copyright Act). NIMAS is used to produce a range of accessible formats, including braille, large print, digital text, and digital audio, on behalf of qualifying students.
Louis Database: Louis is a free service of the American Printing House for the Blind that brings together information about accessible formats, including braille, large print, and digital formats, from over 50 organizations in one searchable online database.
Sample Language to Share with Your Customers
In accordance with IDEA 2004, [Publisher Name] submits NIMAS source files to the NIMAC. The NIMAC is a federally funded online repository that makes NIMAS files available to States for use in the production of accessible formats – such as braille, large print, or digital text – on behalf of qualifying students in elementary and secondary education. The NIMAS files we provide to the NIMAC cannot be directly used by students. 
To locate accessible formats for your students, we recommend searching the Louis Database of Accessible Materials, using the ISBN of the student edition. Louis contains information about materials available from over 50 agencies across the U.S.
· If you find the format you need in Louis, just reach out directly to the provider for more information on how to obtain the item. 
· If your search does not locate the accessible format you need, reach out to your NIMAC State Coordinator to learn more about how you can request the material in your state. 

Need Help? 
NIMAC: nimac@aph.org or 877-526-4622
Louis: resource@aph.org or 502-899-2705
